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Thus, “Confirmands” come forward “to make certain” those vows made on their behalf by

we pause to consider the significance.

The bishop asks these individuals, “Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?” The

bishop then places his hands on the person’s head and prays to God for that one individual,

That’s what Christians do together, because in Christ, we belong together.

CONFIRMATION

One definition of the verb “to confirm” is “to make certain”. That is precisely the notion of
the sacrament of the Church known as Confirmation.

Our Book of Common Prayer contains the following directive:

In the course of their Christian development, those baptized at an early
age are expected, when they are ready and have been duly prepared,

to make a mature public affirmation of their faith and commitment to
the responsibilities of their Baptism and to receive the laying on of hands

by the bishop.

loving parents and godparents at Baptism. They make certain in the surest, deepest and
most enduring way we are able in this life: by claiming before the church the Baptismal
Covenant as their own, for themselves. It is a unique moment in a lifetime. Too seldom do

Confirmand replies, “I do, and with God’s grace, will follow him as my Savior and Lord.” The

“Strengthen, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit ...” They and we, we hope, will spend
memorable times in their lives learning anew what these words can mean to them in the
specific trials, temptations, joys and heartaches of their unique lives.

On Sunday, October 16", Bishop Michel plans to be with us to proclaim the Gospel and to
lead us in this important service. I urge us all to come together that we may join with the
following members of our parish family in this rite of passage in our lives as well as in theirs.

Carolyn Bell, Nick Biden, Philipp Humann, Will Hunter, Cole Wright

May God bless them and keep them. May God make his face shine upon them and be gracious unto
them. May God lift up the light of his countenance, and give them peace and courage and vision
especially on that day and forevermore. Amen
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RECTOR’S WARDEN REPORT

[t was good to see everyone coming together at the St. Christopher’s picnic on Sunday, September 18.
It was a beautiful day and we had a lot to celebrate. The new team in the Youth section. Brianna Foti
and Tommie Stephens were introduced. Anyone who has looked downstairs in the last few weeks has
seen that there is a whole re-burst of energy and excitement building in the classrooms. The game of
Kick-ball outside after the service was a good example of how different ages and generations can come
together in some very simple and meaningful ways. Please do not just leave things to Brianna and
Tommie. We need to help them. We need to encourage our children to join in with the activities. We
also need your participation in helping educate, support and involving our children.

George Wrangham, Chairman of the Day School also drew our attention to the changes in the Day
School. Pat Norton, the new Director, was introduced and she invited everyone to view the newly
enhanced facility. I can venture a guess that many of the St. Christopher’s community have never seen
inside the facility before. Frankly, it was a little dingy and tired. But now it has been re-freshed and
enhanced, modernized and made more safe and secure. Sally Curley’s wonderful murals have been
preserved so they remain and are if anything, enhanced. The Day School is now poised to move
forwards and boldly into the future, concentrating on what they are so good at, helping the youth of
this region grow up and learn in a safe secure environment. Thanks Pat and Sally for all your help and
involvement with the renovation. Thanks also to George Wrangham for guiding this re-development
and to Michael Johnson for co-ordinating and implementing this renovation.

We should also draw attention to the hard work of the Courtyard Committee who have cleaned up
and enhanced this beautiful asset of St. Christopher’s. The three large cedars have been trimmed to
make for more light and to make it easier to walk around. Kim Croney was kind enough to bring in
and plant some gorgeous boxwoods. The courtyard committee, under the Chair of Judy Moneta, are
planning more enhancements. They welcome help, ideas, suggestions and involvement. Please
consider lending a hand.

Finally, we should thank Jenny Colen and her fine team of grillers and helpers for putting on such a
fine picnic. It was a beautiful day and a fine start to the new year at St. Christopher’s.

Thanks to all,
Peter Hunt, Rectors Warden

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Tuesday, October 4, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

Blesgsing of £
the /Zﬂnﬁ‘hg

The Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi is the traditional time when we bless animals.
Bring your pet (cat, dog, turtle, bird, etc., etc) in cage, container, or on a leash. Stuffed
animals and pictures of an animal are also welcome! Refreshments will be served
following the blessing ceremony. Everyone is welcome! Bring your friends!
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FEEDING OUR ROOTS, PART 2:
SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT PLEDGING
FoOrR 2012

[f you read the September Channel with great persistence, you fought your way through an article about
expenditures at St. Christopher’s. I hope you concluded that our church’s financial management, led
by people like Ken Jones and Katie Gibbs, is frugal and properly focused.

This article is about the other side of the equation—the pledging that keeps our staff paid, the lights on,
and the water out of our old buildings. First some facts, then some observations.

Last year (fall 2010, pledging for 2011) we had 180 pledges totaling about $520,000. So as you can see
just by doing the math, the average pledge was about $2900. Looking a little deeper, though, you’d find
that the median pledge (at the 50" percentile of all us “pledging units”) was about $1600. You'd find,
actually, that the top 15 pledges accounted for about 40% of the total.

First observation: there’s nothing necessarily wrong with that. Large pledges are wonderful, very useful,
and deeply appreciated. We all know there are great variations in financial resources in our
congregation. The pattern at other churches is quite similar.

But here’s the problem. Attrition affects all groups. As attrition affects our group of large donors, will
other large donors take their places? Alternatively—and just as good—will we experience a substantial
increase in overall pledging so that that big difference between average and median goes away?

Last year’s experience was sobering. We had some attrition in the large-donor category. And even
though we had more pledges than the preceding year......and even though 55 individuals and families
increased their pledges over the preceding year.....we still ended up with $5000 less pledged for 2011 than
for 2010. In itself, that $5000 was not a huge deal. (Although, in the last couple years we’ve been
eating into our cash reserves to pay for some major building expenses.) But last year’s experience
exposed a big question for us. It’s a big question for 2012 and for the long term too: will this
congregation continue to support St. Christopher’s as it presently exists! For that to happen, we really
need three things: (i) we need to narrow that gap between median and average; (ii) we need a
continuous stream of pledgers into the average-and-better category; and (iii) we need more pledgers at
any level of giving. I don’t think that’s a pitch; I think it’s a statement of fact.

The focus of this article has been a hard financial reality. From dealing with you a lot over time, I know
this congregation doesn’t shrink from frank talk.

You'll soon get a pledge card in the mail. Please pledge if you don’t currently, and please increase your
pledge if at all possible.

You are more than welcome to ask any questions you have—for example, email me at
tallen60@comcast.net. All our finances (except for pledgers’ identities) are an open book. Thank you.

Tom Allen, Stewardship Chair


mailto:tallen60@comcast.net
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NEWS FROM THE COURTYARD AND
OTHER LANDSCAPE PATCHES

As the gardening season began we learned that:

1) The Gladwyne Girl Scout Troop, as a project, planted the first round of orange marigolds and
the terra cotta planters, at the entrance to the Parish Hall and Offices.

2) Plant identification for memorials of trees and plants was worked on by Dave Wilder and
Katie Gibbs, with the result that 18 markers were ordered and placed on the church grounds.

3) With approval from Bill Wood, Katie pursued listing our Courtyard as a “Quiet Garden”,
“... a space in natural surroundings which is set aside for stillness and creative reflection.”

The Quiet Garden Trust is in Amersham, UK. www.QuietGarden.org

With our application approved, our garden is the first in Pennsylvania, the nearest gardens
are in Annapolis, MD and NY state. How we share our courtyard, a few hours, one day, Fall
and Spring, and what the day will look like, a short service, etc. is open to suggestions and

planning. This garden ministry has garden spaces all over the world, and the idea came to
our attention at St. Christopher’s from Dave Wilder.

In mid-August, our Courtyard Volunteers came together for a light supper to celebrate our mid-season
gardening efforts and to review suggestions from volunteers and a landscape designer.

In brief, we agreed:

1) to the need to create an overall plan for refreshing and upgrading the plantings and areas,
particularly in the Courtyard and in the larger landscape,

2) to seek a proposal from the Church’s Arborist for lightly pruning up branches of the Atlas
Cedars and the giant Saucer Magnolia to get the branches above our heads and off the roof
and the shaping of some other trees and the removal of the dying birch. Our thanks go to
Ken Jones and Katie Gibbs for reviewing and approving this work which has been completed.

3) to review other design suggestions.

Peter Hunt had joined us for supper and to support our efforts, and in keeping with his plan to see
the Day School facilities painted and refurbished for their Opening, we accepted a donation of small,
low growing Green Velvet boxwoods from Kim Croney who was disassembling some plantings in
Suburban Square. With the boxwood donation came the planting effort from Kim and one of her

crew. The boxwoods are arcing out from the bottom of the Day School steps, and replace some tired
plantings.

N\ la



http://www.QuietGarden.org

PAGE 5 THE CHANNEL

So our thanks go to this year’s active volunteers:

Jerry Coxe, Kim Croney, Wally Heppenstall, Susan Hunter, Brian McAdams, Ellen Pemberton,
March Pepper, Terry Sherwin, Mickey Shumway, Bill Thomas, Dave Wilder, Diane Zullinger.

Thank-you’s go to Bill Wood, Mary Laney and Katie Gibbs for their support. We have a few new
volunteers in the wings, some of whom have added to our suggestion list, but more hands make light
work. Special thanks go to some of our volunteers who donated plantings at the front door, mums in
the courtyard and at the Day School parking lot entrance and annuals at the Parish Hall entrance, and
special thanks to our Sextons for some watering support during the summer heat. Also thanks to
Peter Hunt for repairing the flagstone on the front entrance terrace. It takes a team and we have a
great one!

Going forward, there will be ideas to be reviewed, summarized and shared, comments to be collected
and plans to be finalized and then some time to celebrate our progress with the planning. Meanwhile,
we take pleasure knowing a number of wedding parties have used the Courtyard as a setting for some
of their photos, our summer breezeway coffee hours have had a pleasant setting and we all have a place
for quiet time.

Judy Moneta

Chair Courtyard Committee

ONCE IN A LIFETIME!
“Rembrandt and the Face of Jesus”
You won’t want to miss this extraordinary exhibit now featured at the Philadelphia Museum of Art!

Rembrandt overturned the entire history of Christian art, which had previously relied on rigidly copied
prototypes for Christ. What Rembrandt did in the late1640s was to rethink the image of Christ entirely.
And what makes this collection so interesting is that he humanizes Christ in the process, working
directly from live models.

Following rave reviews, we've planned a docent-led group tour of these invaluable paintings on
Saturday, October 22 at 8.40 a.m. The cost is only $34 per person. This opportunity is open to St.
Christopher’s parishioners and friends. But book quickly! Only 20 slots are available - on a first come
first paid basis. Checks should be made payable to St. Christopher’s Church.

Get the personal attention and insights that only highly trained museum docents can provide. Contact
Katie Gibbs to sign up. Today!

(610) 6420225 or KatieGibbs@SaintChristophers.org



mailto:KatieGibbs@SaintChristophers.org
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ST. CHRISTOPHER'S DAY SCHOOL -~~~
RENOVATION, CELEBRATION,
EXHILARATION!

After the ten o'clock service on Sunday, September 18, the congregation was invited, indeed urged,
to leave church by way of the breezeway and to take a walk through the facilities of the Day

School. During the summer every single room was recarpeted, every single wall was repainted, and all
the electrical wiring was updated in order to accommodate air conditioners for the brand-new
Summer Camp to be inaugurated in 2012. Parishioners were delighted at the bright, cheerful and
upbeat prospect on every side. Special thanks for this summer-long project go to Pat Norton,
Director of the Day School and Founder of the Summer Camp, and to Peter Hunt, Michael Johnson
and George Wrangham.

www.saintchristophersdayschool.org

610.649-3890
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WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Dear Friends,

After many years at St. Christopher’s our long time sexton Bill Petty has resigned to take a full time
janitorial position at Waldron Mercy Academy. We wish Bill all the best in his new position and all
the future holds for him. We hope you will join us in welcoming our new sexton Toshi Makihara.

Toshi grew up in suburban Tokyo, and came to the United States at the age 18 to attend a college in
New Jersey. He was a music major specializing in Classical and Jazz percussion. He still practices and
plays music today on his off days.

After graduating from the college, he worked in a Japanese restaurant as a kitchen helper for 5 years.
Then he decided to attend the graduate school to study Religion. He was a Ph-d candidate at Temple
University Religion Department working on comparative studies of various religious traditions.

Since the Mid-90's, Toshi has been working as a claims analyst and senior mail operator for major
insurance companies, first at Cigna and now at UnitedHealthcare. He also worked at Community
Education Center (CEC), an arts and culture institute in Philadelphia as an assistant to the executive
director.

In 2009, he became the weekend sexton at St. David's Episcopal Church in Wayne. He loves the
sexton work, and was convinced that it was his "life work" for the rest of his life. He decided to leave
the insurance industry to work at St. Christopher's Church, and is very excited to be a part of this
loving community. He is very happy and grateful to be at St. Christopher's Church, and is looking
forward to meeting all the church members.

Toshi lives with his wife Masako in Wyndmoor. His step-daughters Kayo and Aya live in Japan.

Join us also in welcoming our new Youth Co-ordinator, Tommie Stephens. Tommie was born and

raised in Fort Lauderdale, FL where he attended St. Thomas Aquinas High School.

He graduated from Fordham University in 2006 with a degree in Economics and Accounting, and
spent four years as a Defensive Back for the Fordham Rams football team, along with participating on
the Track team as a hurdler.

He currently works for the financial services firm Deloitte and Touche in Philadelphia, PA, and in was
recently married in May! His previous volunteer work includes mentoring high school students in the
Bronx, coaching at sports camp in Fort Lauderdale and annual speeches at Fordham University (To
freshmen athletes) on the importance of balancing academics and athletics.

[f you have yet to meet either of our new staff members, please be sure to introduce yourself and
welcome them to St. Christopher’s!
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FAVORITE THINGS

Some Fun Wordplay
Submitted By: Lynn Smith
If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen landscapers will be deflowered,
defrocked, bulldozer operators will be degraded,
doesn't it follow that electricians can be organ donors will be delivered,
delighted, software engineers will be detested,
musicians denoted, the underwear company employees will be
cowboys deranged, debriefed,
models deposed and dry cleaners depressed? and even music composers will eventually
decompose.
Laundry workers could decrease, eventually
becoming depressed and depleted! And, on a more positive note, perhaps we can
Even more, bedmakers will be debunked, hope politicians will be devoted.

baseball players will be debased,

HELP A LoOCcAL CHILD IN NEED!

Gladwyne Community Blood Drive & Alex's Lemonade Stand
Wednesday, October 12, 2011
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM
St. Christopher’s Church

A second blood drive will be held in honor of a 5-year-old resident of Gladwyne village diagnosed with
Neuroblastoma, a form of childhood cancer. In July, The Blood Drive goal was 80 units of blood,
which was exceeded with 100 units of blood collected!

In addition to donating blood, you can refuel with a delicious cup of Lemonade. All donations will
go directly to Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation on behalf of
Team GUSTOQO! Help us fight cancer, one cup at a time!

sl?leélcan
e ross
Call 1 800 RED CROSS to schedule an appointment.
The need is constant.
The gratification is instant.
. . Give blood”
To schedule an appointment online got to:

www.RedCrossBlood.org & Enter Sponsor Code: 4202

We appreciate your appreciate support and encourage you to . T el
make an appointment today!!! Philadelphia

N\ la
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YOUTH MINISTRY -

OCTOBER 2011 2
October News for Families and Youth

Greetings St. Christopher’s! September came and went quickly...and anything but quietly! Our
Sunday School Open House, Picnic and kickball game were a huge success and lots of fun! Thank you to
all who made them happen. And get ready for a fast moving October...we start off with Family Fun Day
at Linvilla Orchards where everyone is invited to share in the fun! The following Saturday is our trip to
The Other Carpenter and the next week is Confirmation! Whoosh! Our Third Thursday this month will be
from 6:30-8:30 at Church...those attending will carve a pumpkin. Also, that night is our Parents Meeting
at the same time. Please come to discuss upcoming events and ideas for our youth. Last, our Halloween
parade is a fun way to celebrate harvest. Dress your little ones up for a Halloween Parade after church on
October 30*. Thank you for support of our programs and see you at our many events this fall! Also,
please email me ideas or suggestions anytime at briannafoti@saintchristophers.org.

Peace to You,
Brianna Foti

Upcoming Youth Events Fall 2011

October 2-Apple Day at Linvilla Orchards: Youth Ministries and Family Fun Day! Lunch at St. Christopher’s, then
enjoy apple picking, hay rides, pony rides, face painting entertainment, and pumpkinland! Hope you can make it!

October 8-The Other Carpenter —Families and Youth are invited to sign up for this outreach event where we
rehabilitate homes in West Philadelphia. Please arrive at Church on Saturday, October 9t at 8 am. We will return
around 2:30. This will be an afternoon to remember! Sign up today!

October 16-Confirmation! Please welcome our newest members!

October 20-Third Thursday-Dinner and God’s Word! We will be carving pumpkins (St. Christopher’s will provide the
pumpkins). Bring a friend! Ages 7t-12th grades. 6:30-8:30 at St. Christopher’s Church.

October 20-Parents of Youth Meeting 6:30-8:30 at St. Christopher’s in the Library.

October 30-Halloween Parade-fill the halls with your costumed little ones for a fun parade in the courtyard!

Confirmation Thank You
A special Thank You to Thanks to our Sunday School teacher-volunteers...
Skip Irvine for running Tom Allen, Ellen Pemberton, Cathy Bedenbaugh,
our confirmation class Elena Carlson, Stephanie Ross, Michele Hunter,
again this year. Susie McCaughey, Catharine Bell, Dawn Eringis and
Nicole Thatcher.



mailto:briannafoti@saintchristophers.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
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COFFEE HOUR

Thank you to our September Coffee Hour
hosts!

Judy Moneta, Elsa Lopusniak and
Jennifer Colen

Visit our Coffee Hour webpage at
www.SaintChristophers.org to view available
dates, instructions and more!

STEWARDSHIP DATES

“Feeding Our Roots To Extend Our Reach”
Tom Allen, Chair

Stewardship Sunday
October 23, 2011

Commitment Sunday

October 30, 2011

PARISH REGISTER

Deaths:
Ann Knight September 25, 2011

HALLOWEEN SALE

L LEY
October 16 & October 23 ?%\f\:’}

Following the 10:00 a.m. service

9 ' 0
Donations are appreciated! \@‘ﬁ}i/

LIFE LINE SCREENING
Wednesday, October 26, 2011
St. Christopher’s Church, Parish Hall

It is not too late to sign up for your preventative
health screening. Most insurance companies
typically will not pay for screenings unless a
person has suffered symptoms. Unfortunately,
for so many, the first sign of a stroke, is a stroke.
That is why having Life Line screening is so
important to keep you and your loved ones

healthy. To scheduled an appointment, call
1-800-679-5192, priority code: HSC6341

THE SEAMEN’S CHURCH INSTITUTE
NEEDS YOUR HELP WITH DITTY
BAGS FOR OUR SEAFARERS

Seafarers are rarely home for ¢
Christmas. They miss their , e
families’ joy of the season. We can 7. \
show them our appreciation for g
transporting the materials that \?\

support our way of life.

WHAT’S A DITTY BAG!? Traditionally, a bag
in which seamen would keep personal items for
everyday life. Since seafarers rarely have a chance
to come ashore and shop, the Seamen’s Church
Institute and other seamen’s centers provide
them with “ditty bags” containing toiletries and
similar items at Christmastime.

If you would like to participate, check out the
members bulletin board for a list of items
needed and bring them to the Church Office by
Wednesday, October 19", Thank you for your
support!

PLEASE CONSIDER REMEMBERING
ST. CHRISTOPHER’S IN YOUR WILL

\\
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Happy Halloween!
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MAILING LIST.

HELP Us GO GREEN. SUBSCRIBE TO OUR E-NEWSLETTER BY CONTACTING THE CHURCH OFFICE AT (610) 642-8920
OR SEND AN EMAIL TO SHAWNA@SAINTCHRISTOPHERS.ORG.
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